
 



Fourth Sunday of Easter 
GOOD SHEPHERD SUNDAY 

 
WELCOME  
 
RESPONSIVE VERSES 
 

M:  Our Lord is the Good Shepherd. 
In his goodness he supplies our every need. 

 

C:  The Lord is our Shepherd, 
and he takes perfect care of us. 

 

M:  Our Lord is the Good Shepherd. 
He leads us into safety 
and gives us strength for the journey. 

 

C;  The Lord is our Shepherd, 
who grants us rest and restores our souls. 
 

M:  Our Lord is the Good Shepherd. 
He sought us out when we were lost, 
calling us by our names. 
 

C:  The Lord is our Shepherd, 
and he will carry us home.  Amen. 

 
OPENING SONG:  “The Lord’s My Shepherd” (Behnke) 
 
CONFESSION OF SINS  
 

M:  God invites us to come into his presence and worship him with humble and penitent 
hearts.  Therefore, let us acknowledge our sinfulness and ask him to forgive us. 

 

C:   Holy and merciful Father, I confess that I am by nature sinful, and that I have 
disobeyed you in my thoughts, words, and actions.  I have done what is evil and 
failed to do what is good.  For this I deserve your punishment both now and in 
eternity.  But I am truly sorry for my sins, and trusting in my Savior Jesus Christ, 
I pray; Lord, have mercy on me, a sinner. 

 

M:   God, our heavenly Father, has been merciful to us and has given his only Son to be the 
atoning sacrifice for our sins.  Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by his authority, 
I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

C:   Amen. 



 
SONG OF RESPONSE:  “Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep” v.1,3 

 

1 Jesus, shepherd of the sheep, Who your Father’s flock does keep, 
Safe we wake and safe we sleep, Guarded still by you. 
 

3 By your blood our souls were bought; By your life salvation wrought; 
By your light our feet our taught, Lord, to follow you. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
 

M: O Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Good Shepherd who laid down your life for the sheep.  
Lead us now to the still waters of your life-giving Word that we may abide in your Father’s 
house forevermore; for you live and reign with him and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever.   

 

C: Amen. 
 
LESSON:  1 Samuel 17:34-37 
 

But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s sheep. When a lion or a 
bear came and carried off a sheep from the flock,  I went after it, struck it and rescued the 
sheep from its mouth. When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.  
Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this uncircumcised Philistine will be like 
one of them, because he has defied the armies of the living God.  The LORD who rescued 
me from the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the hand of this 
Philistine.” 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE:  “Goodness, Love and Mercy”  Chris Tomlin 
 

Oh Lord, You're my Shepherd, You make me lie in fields of green. 
You lead me by the still waters. You restore righteousness to me. 
Though I walk through the valley, I will fear no evil thing. 
For You are with me and You comfort me. 
 

Surely goodness, love and mercy will follow wherever I go. 
Surely goodness, love and mercy will follow wherever I go. 
Surely goodness, love and mercy will follow wherever I go. 
 

Oh yeah, wherever I go, wherever I go 
Surely goodness, love and mercy 
 

I'm gonna dwell in the house of the Lord forever 
 

Surely goodness, love and mercy will follow wherever I go. 
Surely goodness, love and mercy will follow wherever I go. 
Surely goodness, love and mercy will follow wherever I go. 

 



LESSON: Hebrews 13:20 -21 
 

Now may the God of peace, who through the blood of the eternal covenant brought back 
from the dead our Lord Jesus, that great Shepherd of the sheep, equip you with everything 
good for doing his will, and may he work in us what is pleasing to him, through Jesus 
Christ, to whom be glory for ever and ever. Amen. 

 
SONG OF RESPONSE:  “Jesus, Shepherd of the Sheep” v.2,4 

 

2 In your promise firm we stand; None can take us from your hand. 
Speak we hear at your command, We will follow you. 
 

4 Father, draw us to your Son;  We with joy will follow on 
Till the work of grace is done, There to live with you. 

 
GOSPEL LESSON: John 10:1-10 
 

“Very truly I tell you Pharisees, anyone who does not enter the sheep pen by the gate, but 
climbs in by some other way, is a thief and a robber.  The one who enters by the gate is 
the shepherd of the sheep.  The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, and the sheep listen to 
his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them out.  When he has brought out 
all his own, he goes on ahead of them, and his sheep follow him because they know his 
voice.  But they will never follow a stranger; in fact, they will run away from him because 
they do not recognize a stranger’s voice.”  Jesus used this figure of speech, but the 
Pharisees did not understand what he was telling them. 
 

Therefore Jesus said again, “Very truly I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep.  All who have 
come before me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep have not listened to them.  I am 
the gate; whoever enters through me will be saved. They will come in and go out, and find 
pasture.  The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy; I have come that they may 
have life, and have it to the full. 
 

 



CREED 
 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth. 
 

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. 

He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven  

and is seated at the right hand of God the Father almighty.  
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 
HYMN:  The King of Love My Shepherd Is   
 

1   The King of love my shepherd is, Whose goodness fails me never; 
I nothing lack if I am his, And he is mine forever. 

 

2   Where streams of living water flow, My Savior gently leads me; 
And where the verdant pastures grow, With food celestial feeds me. 

 

3   Confused and foolish oft I strayed, But yet in love he sought me 
And on his shoulder gently laid And home, rejoicing, brought me. 

 

4   In death’s dark vale I fear no ill With you, dear Lord, beside me; 
Your rod and staff my comfort still, Your cross before to guide me. 

 

5   You spread a table in my sight, A banquet here bestowing; 
Your oil of welcome, my delight; My cup is overflowing! 

 

6   And so through all the length of days Your goodness fails me never. 
Good Shepherd, may I sing your praise Within your house forever! 

 
 
SERMON: 1 Samuel 17:34-37 
 

“Go, and the Lord Be with You!” 
When the odds are stacked up against us 
Recall rescues by the Lord in the past 
Trust in the Lord’s deliverance at all times 



OFFERING 
 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father, who art in heaven,  
 hallowed be thy name,  
 thy kingdom come,  
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread;  
 and forgive us our trespasses, as we forgive those who trespass against us;  
 and lead us not into temptation,  
 but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

 
HYMN:  I am Jesus’ Little Lamb  (v 1, 3) 
 

1 I am Jesus little lamb; Ever glad at heart I am,  
For my shepherd gently guides me, Knows my needs and well provides me; 
Loves me every day the same, Even calls me by my name. 

 

3 Who so happy as I am, Even now the shepherd’s lamb? 
And when my short life is ended, By his angel hosts attended,  
He shall fold me to his breast, There within his arms to rest. 

 
CLOSING PRAYER 
 

M:   O Lord God, our heavenly Father, pour out the Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep us 
strong in your grace and truth, protect and comfort us in all temptation, and bestow on us 
your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.    

 

C:   Amen  
 
BLESSING 
 

M:  May the God of peace, who raised from the dead our Lord Jesus, 
provide you with every good thing you need in order to do his will. 
Go in peace. The Lord is your shepherd, who cares for his sheep. 

 

C: Thanks be to God.  Amen. 
 
CLOSING HYMN:  Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow 
 

Praise God, from whom all blessing flow; Praise him, all creatures here below; 
Praise him above, ye heav’nly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 


